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When you see evidence that something has happened, 
you can use the present perfect continuous to ask 
questions about it. 

New language  Present perfect continuous questions

Vocabulary  Hobbies and interests

New skill  Asking about past events

KEY LANGUAGE PRESENT PERFECT CONTINUOUS QUESTIONS

FURTHER EXAMPLES PRESENT PERFECT CONTINUOUS QUESTIONS

HOW TO FORM PRESENT PERFECT CONTINUOUS QUESTIONS

English uses present perfect continuous questions to ask about ongoing actions in 
the recent past, especially when there is evidence that an action has taken place.

In present perfect continuous questions, the subject comes between “has” or “have” and “been.”

Add “-ing”  
to the verb.

The subject is 
followed by “been.”

Start the question with 
“has” or “have.”

My talents and skills

The subject goes between “have” and “been.”

SUBJECT“HAS / HAVE” “BEEN” OBJECTVERB+ “-ING”
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MATCH THE STATEMENTS TO THE QUESTIONS

REWRITE THE STATEMENTS 
AS QUESTIONS

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND 
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Cath is going to Vikram’s house for 
dinner. The two friends haven’t seen 
each other for a long time.
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KEY LANGUAGE “HOW LONG?”

FURTHER EXAMPLES “HOW LONG?”

You can add “how long”  
to the beginning of present 
perfect continuous questions 
to ask about the duration of 
actions in the past. Answers 
to these questions use the 
present perfect continuous 
with “for” or “since.”

REWRITE THE SENTENCES, PUTTING THE WORDS IN THE CORRECT ORDER

“How long” is added to the beginning of the question.
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READ THE ARTICLE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

SAY THE PRESENT PERFECT CONTINUOUS QUESTIONS OUT LOUD,
FILLING IN THE GAPS

CHECKLIST

 Present perfect continuous questions   Hobbies and interests   Asking about past events  
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