My talents and skills

When you see evidence that something has happened, 2" New language Present perfect continuous questions
you can use the present perfect continuous to ask Aa Vocabulary Hobbies and interests
questions about it. P New skill Asking about past events
27.1 KEY LANGUAGE PRESENT PERFECT CONTINUOUS QUESTIONS
English uses present perfect continuous questions to ask about ongoing actions in
the recent past, especially when there is evidence that an action has taken place.
The subject goes between “have” and “been.”
Have you been baking a cake? K‘H\ A
It smells delicious! ﬂ
)
- v
| L
27.2 FURTHER EXAMPLES PRESENT PERFECT CONTINUOUS QUESTIONS
3 ; I»i\
Have you been gardening? Your flowers look nice. [\t J\
e o
. . 2 A
Have you been learning the guitar? ‘pAaf
. B 4i
James looks good. Has he been working out? & “fA
W)
- /
|
27.3 HOW TO FORM PRESENT PERFECT CONTINUOUS QUESTIONS
In present perfect continuous questions, the subject comes between “has” or “have” and “been.”
OBJECT
a cake?
\ Start the question with The subject is Add “-ing” J
"has” or "have.” followed by “been.” to the verb.
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274 REWRITE THE STATEMENTS

ﬁ AS QUESTIONS

He's been playing the drums.
Has he been playing the drums?

@ She’s been training for a race.

He's been learning the violin.

@ They've been playing music together.

@ She's been taking photos of the city.

© You've been painting her portrait.

N

W)
J

ﬁ 27.6 MATCH THE STATEMENTS TO THE QUESTIONS

’ 27.5 LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

N

@ Cath has been making a curry.

@ Cath has been working for a magazine.
© Cath has been painting her apartment.
@ Vikram hasn’t been designing menus.

© Vikram will open a new restaurant.

® Cath is going to Vikram's house for
\‘ dinner. The two friends haven't seen
each other for a long time.

Vikram has been cooking for Cath.

True [T False [ |

True [ | False [ ]
True [ | False [ ]
True [ | False [ ]
True [ | False [ ]

True [ | False [ |

@ :
z\’{ You've got a beautiful voice. ( Has Paula been mowing the lawn? ]
(1] &. [ Your fingers look sore. ] ( Have you been playing together for long? J
(2] ? [ It looks so neat outside. J ( Have the twins been baking a cake? J
wP L
e Your band sounds amazing! Have you been taking singing | ?
(3] I‘.“:" our band sounds amazing! y g singing lessons?
(4] A [The house looks really fantastic. ] ( Have you been practicing the guitar? J
it L]
(5] [ The kitchen's a terrible mess. J [ Have you been redecorating it? ]
)
- J
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27.7 KEY LANGUAGE “HOW LONG?”

You can add “how Iong" '/— “How long” is added to the beginning of the question.
to the beginning of present . .
perfect continuous questions HOW |0ng have y0U been playlng the gUItar?
to ask about the duration of

actions in the past. Answers PR

[ ] , . . for five months.
to these questions use the k Q\Q I've been playlng the guitar ’
present perfect continuous since January.
with “for” or “since.”

- | =

27.8 FURTHER EXAMPLES “HOW LONG?”

How long has he been How long has she been
. learning the piano? farn o, 0n . . singing in the choir?
e, 0 O

=i 4h Fif 4
I ™ N “ He's been learning the n i n IV I1 . She’s been singing in the

piano since last May. choir for nine months.

)
N J

E 27.9 REWRITE THE SENTENCES, PUTTING THE WORDS IN THE CORRECT ORDER

LLI'EJ Lplaying] Lbeen] LHow] | have Iong~ youwl trumpet?‘]

How long have you been playing the trumpet?

ﬂ'longv Melissa | | How writingnl'hasrl novel? | | been | | her

(2] @use?q] (the) Lpaintir@ Lhave] IOngwl been | | theyg Howrl

(3] Savannahrl hasrl practicing“long] &corderﬂ Howhl the beenr

O | learning | | beed _long | | drive? | | Hovﬂ @J Alejandro | | has

. )
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2710 READ THE ARTICLE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

MAD FOR mys|c

When did The Tangs start working on their album? 3 Mins with The Tangs

Two years ago @/ Lastyear [ | Sixmonthsago [ |

@ Where did The Tangs start playing music together? MMI/:R ow long s Funk i |
week, ’ %
At college [ ] Atwork [ ] Atschool [ ] Jules: FI;)I;) ::V{;)ng e worki',ng ;l:tigem
: years. We wanted to get it ; -
| . | get it just right|
@ What instrument did Dan learn to play? nhﬁiw e e S g
ic to -
piane. [ Guttar (1| Brums [ Jess: Sincgitrl;iffire h g
at school. Jules .
- h " o _ glay the. saxophone at first, ang Dancto ulg Heven
ow long has Jules been playing the saxophone? s, Ting lessons. -
Five years [ | Sevenyears [ | Hecan't play [ | lj)uleS:AN(f)iW e p i the o for
an: At first we Played all e
sorts of i
@ How long have The Tangs been writing songs? cl:(\)’;;he S e ?V?illigbm
songs. o
Threeyears [ | Always [ | Afewyears [ | bl '
beam.i f?:]l?r gr.ou sound great! Jess, you’ve got a
1ce. Have you beep taking lessons?

© Has Jess been taking singing lessons? Jess: Not ¢
. O St i
Yes [ ] No [ ] She doesn't say [] art with, byt I have Tecently.

-

.

D 2711 SAY THE PRESENT PERFECT CONTINUOUS QUESTIONS OUT LOUD,
FILLING IN THE GAPS

How long has Jason been learning (learn) the guitar? M

o How | iano?
w long you (play) the piano? N )

(2] i ic?
How long they (perform) in public? N )

© How lon B ingi ?
g en (take) singing lessons? e,

(4] oy
How long she (learn) English? M

ﬂo Asking about past events L]

QQ Present perfect continuous questions |:| Aa Hobbies and interests |:|
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